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FOR AMBASSADOR OR CHARGE FROM ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS 

UPDATE ON REFERENCED SUBJECT FOLLOWS: 

A. AN AIRCRAFT THAT CUBA HAS USED TO FLY TROOPS AND EQUIP- 
MENT TO ANGOLA FLEW TO THE AZORE ISLANDS ON THE NIGHT OF 
19-20 DECEMBER 1975 WITH 1 10 PEOPLE ABOARD. THE AIRCRAFT 
RETURNED TO CUBA ON THE NIGHT OF 21-22 DECEMBER. THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF BARBADOS AND OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO HAVE 
TOLD THE CUBANS THAT CUBAN AIRCRAFT SUPPORTING MILITARY 
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CUBANS MAY BE ATTEMPTING TO USE THE AZORES AS A REFUELING 
POINT FOR THEIR AIRCRAFT CARRYING TROOPS AND SUPPLIES TO 
ANGOLA. 

B. AS OF 25 NOVEMBER 1975, CUBAN SHIPS THAT ARE BELIEVED 
TO BE INVOLVED IN SUPPORT OF OPERATIONS IN ANGOLA WERE 
LOCATED AS FOLLOWS: THE "CERRO PELADO," THE "IMIAS," 

THE "EL JIGUE," AND THE "SIERRA MAESTRA" WERE AT SEA AND 
THE "CORAL ISLANDS" WAS LOADING COFFEE IN LUANDA, ANGOLA. 
AT THE SAME TIME, THE "FRANK PAIS" WAS SCHEDULED TO LOAD 
3,500 METRIC TONS OF GENERAL CARGO FOR THE CANARY ISLANDS. 
TWO OTHER SUSPECT MERCHANT SHIPS, THE "VIETNAM HEROICO" 
AND THE "XX ANIVERSARIO," MAY HAVE COME UNDER THE CONTROL 
OF THE CUBAN ARMED FORCES. THE "AGATE ISLANDS" WAS 
BELIEVED TO BE ENROUTE TO ANGOLA ON 17 DECEMBER. 

C. ON 16 DECEMBER, TROOPS OF THE POPULAR MOVEMENT FOR THE 
LIBERATION OF ANGOLA (MPLA) IN THE QUIBALA AREA (11-25 S, 

15-07 B) AND THEIR CUBAN SUPPORTERS SEEMED TO BE CAUGHT 

IN A TWO PRONGED ATTACK BY FORCES OF THE NATIONAL UNION 
FOR THE TOTAL INDEPENDENCE OF ANGOLA (UNITA). 

D. CUBA HAS GIVEN TANZANIA THE EQUIVALENT OF APPROXI- 
MATELY U.S. $42,800 TO OFFSET THE COST OF TRAINING MPLA 
SOLDIERS IN TANZANIA. THE SOVIET UNION AND THE 

CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE) HAVE ALSO PROVIDED MONEY TO OFFSET 
THE COST OF SUCH TRAINING. 
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